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SUMMARY 
Fresh Fish 


New England.--Vessel landings in May, 8 percent less than a year ago, but 6 percent 
greater in value. Average price per pound during May less than in April. Volume and value 
of vessel landings during the first five months of 1939 decline 11 percent and less than 
one-half of one percent, respectively, as compared with 1938. 

Maine.--Smelt catches small, and prices low. Lobster catches increase, but prices & 
pressed. 

Massachusetts.--Early mackerel catches but one-third as great as in 1938. Record quan- 
tities of rosefish landed at Gloucester. First commercial landings of swordfish at Boston 
for the season delivered on June 15. 

Rhode Island.--Increase noted in size of striped bass. quality of hard clams improved, 
catch consisting principally of medium-sized clams. Soft clam catches reduced because of 
low prices. Pound-net catch of most species, except squid, small in May. 

Connecticut.--Catches of flatfish less than in 1938. Small yield of seed oysters due 
to light sets in each of past three years. 

Virginia.--Increasing quantities of swellfish taken commercially. Supplies of soft 
crabs unusually abundant. Catches of weakfish small but of good quality. 

Florida.--Spring catch of menhaden below normal. 

Alabama and Mississippi.--Supplies of shrimp plentiful. Prices reduced because of 
large frozen stocks. 

Great Lakes States.--Chicago receipts in May, 32 percent greater than for April. Prin- 
cipal species received were lake trout from Michigan, blue pike from Ohio, and shrimp from 
Louisiana. 

Pacific Coast States and Alaska.--Halibut season in Areas I and II to close July 29. 
Increasing quantities of halibut landed at Prince Rupert. Landings of troll salmon at Sitka 
heavy; those at Seattle light. Pilchard season opens in Oregon and Washington. 

















Frozen Fish 


Domestic cold-storage holdings on June 15 less than a year ago. Holdings in New England 
States unusually low. Although stocks of frozen fish less than in 1938, holdings of shell- 
fish over 50 percent larger. Canadian holdings of frozen fishery products also greater than 
& year ago. 

Canned Fish 


Shrimp in South Atlantic and Gulf States packed in canneries inspected by Food and Drug 
Administration totaled 1,086,000 standard cases for year ending June 30, 1939. 


California tuna pack during first five months of year, 1,060,000 standard cases, an in- 
crease of 67 percent over 4 year ago. 


Mackerel pack in California in first five months of year, 28 percent less than in 1938. 
Alaska salmon pack in first part of season less than in 1938. 


Foreign Trade 
Imports of edible fishery products during May increased 41 percent in volume over a 


year ago while exports increased 36 percent. For the first five months both imports and ex- 
ports were greater than in 1938, 
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BIOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC FISHERIES DURING 1938 


By William C. Herrington, In Charge 
North Atlantic Fisheries Investigations 
Division of Scientific Inquiry 


U. S. Bureau of Fisheries 


Two of the outstanding developments in the North Atlantic fisheries during 1938 were 
the recovery of the mackerel fishery to more normal proportions after the disastrous year of 
1937, and the start towards the development of a commercial tuna fishery in the Gulf of 
Maine. From the total of 14,000,000 pounds landed in 1937, the mackerel catch increased to 
29 ,000 ,000 pounds in 1938; while the offshore tuna fishery showed an increase from around 
110 ,000 pounds in 1937 to about 760,000 pounds in 1938. 


New England vessel fisheries during 1938 showed a somewhat discouraging trend. The 
total catch as shown by landings at the three principal ports was approximately 3 percent 
greater than that during the previous year, but the value was gh percent less. The increase 
in catch was largely the result @& considerable increases in the landings of rosefish (red= 
fish), whiting, and mackerel which more than offset declines in haddock and cod. The de- 
crease in value reflects the decline in price for nearly all species. 


The past year also witnessed a general slowing down in the program of replacement of 
the old steam trawler fleet by modern vessels. During the year, but three new trawlers of 
the so-called super-trawler class were launched compared with ten during the previous year, 
This addition of new boats to the fleet has been partially or completely balanced by the 
decommissioning of older boats, so that the total intensity of the fishery did not change as 
much as the construction of new boats would indicate. 


The catch of both cod and haddock declined- somewhat from that of the previous year, but 
it has not yet been possible to make a sufficiently complete study of the factors involved 
to determine whether this decline was due to a decreased fishing effort or to a decreased 
abundance of fish. Probably the most significant trend in the haddock fishery was towards 
the greater concentration of the fishery on scrod haddock, a trend which it is believed is 
definitely prejudicial to the future of the fishery. 


Development of a Gulf of Maine shrimp fishery appears to be under way, although tenta- 
tive reports for 1939 are not encouraging. In the spring of 1938, between February and 
Ay vig a total of about 75,000 pounds of shrimp was landed at Portland by small otter trawl- 
ers which caught them in inshore waters along the coast of Maine and New Hampshire. However, 
repor rts for 1939 indicate that during the past spring landings were considerably below this. 


In the New England offshore fishery, the principal biological problems continue to 
be the determination of the causes of the great fluctuations in yield, and the development of 
methods which, if adopted by the industry, will reduce these fluctuations and maintain the 
yieldat the highest practical level. Although good progress is being made on the species now 
under study (haddock, flounders, and mackerel), no biological work has been possible on the 
highly important fisheries for cod, rosefish (redfish), pollock, and swordfish. 


Pressing problems are developing in the inshore fisheries which support the small-boat 
fishing fleet and coastal population on long stretches of the North Atlantic coast. The 
most important problems here involve the improvement or maintenance of fisheries for floun- 
ders and lobsters, and the development of the fishery for shrimp. 


During 1938 there were several changes in the personnel of the Bureau's North Atlantic 
staff. 0. E. Sette, who has beenin charge of the North Atlantic work since 1928, was trans- 
ferred to the Pacific Coast to begin an extensive biological investigation of the pilchard 
fishery. He was succeeded in the North Atlantic by the writer who will also continue in 
charge of the Bureau's haddock investigation. J. R. Webster has been placed in charge of 
the mackerel work and two new men, Dr. G. A. Rounsefell and M. J. Lobell, have been added 
to the staff to begin long-needed work on groundfish and flounders. 
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Following the readjustments made necessary by these changes, favorable progress has 
been made in all of the investigations. In the mackerel work, every effort was made to com- 
plete and bring up-to-date the lines of investigation started previously and, in addition, 
to determine the factors which caused the relative failure of the mackerel fishery in 1937, 
The study of the flounder fishery already has yielded important results concerning migra- 
tions and growth rates which indicate that the flounder population along the North Atlantic 
coast may be divided into semi-independent races, but that there is considerable seasonal 
movement along the coast. Favorable progress is being made in the study of fluctuations in 
groundfish abundance. Most of the extensive statistical records and observations have been 
sorted and tabulated, and methods have been developed for handling these voluminous data. 
Recent developments in the haddock investigation indicate that we are at last approaching 
the stage where it will be possible to explain the causes for the great cycles of abundance 
which have been observed in this species. It appears that the cycles of abundant and poor 
year classes are related to the varying abundance of large fish on the banks. Poor produc- 
tion or survival of young may result both from an overabundance of adults on the nursery 
grounds and from too great a reduction in the spawning stock. If the completed analysis of 
the material substantiates these indications, it will provide information of tremendous 
value toward development of a consistently good yield. 


Through close cooperation with the Fish and Game Departments of the various New England 
States, it has been possible to develop much more widesprgad interest in some of the prin- 
cipal marine fisheries problems. With the advice and assistance of the Bureau, the Depart- 
ment of Sea and Shore Fisheries of laine developed a system for collecting accurate and cur= 
rent statistics of the fisheries which was put into service early in 1939. It appears likely 
that other seacoast Stetes will take action of a similar nature later in the year. At the 
request of the Maine Department of Sea and Shore Fisheries, the Bureau assisted in planning 
and supervising the State's two-month survey of the shrimp population along the Maine coast, 
The State of Maine also is supplying funds for a one-year study of several important prob- 
lems of the lobster fishery and lobster propagation. Personnel of the Fish and Game Depart- 
ments of Connecticut, Rhode Island, and of the Narragansett Marine Laboratory under 
Dr. C. J. Fish, has furnished valuable assistance to the flounder investigations of the 
Bureau. 


It seems obvious that the study and solution of the principal problems of our fisheries 
requires the extensive collection of data and performance of experimental work on the fish- 
ing grounds. Yet, in spite of the need of and importance of such work, no vessel has been 
available for North Atlantic work since June 1932, when the Albatross IT was decommissioned. 
This lack has greatly handicapped and limited the work, especially on the offshore fisher- 
ies, for it has been necessary either to neglect entirely such phases of our problems, or 
to make out with such limited data as can be obtained from trips on commercial fishing boats 
or in other ways. 


MARKETING FISH IN SEATTLE 


By V. J. Samson, Fisheries Statistical and Marketing Agent 
Division of Fishery Industries 


U. S. Bureau of Fisheries 


The Seattle office of the Fishery Market News Service issued its first daily Fishery 
Products Report on October 1, 1938. The report includes data on the daily receipts and 
prices of fishery products at Seattle, with separate sections for each major fishery. Sta- 
tistics on imports of fresh, frozen, and cured fishery products from British Columbia and 
coastwise vessel receipts from Alaska are also shown. Other features include halibut land- 
ings and prices at Prince Rupert, as well as carloads of fish shipped daily from Prince 
Rupert and Seattle. Through daily telegrams from New York and Boston, data are included on 
eastern market supplies and prices of West Coast fish and competing species, as well as the 
cold-storage movement and holdings of important varieties. 


On May 1, plans were completed to obtain daily coverage of halibut and troll~caught 
salmon in southeastern Alaska. The receipts and prices of these species at Juneau, Ketchi- 
kan, Petersburg, and Sitka on 4 daily basis, and Wrangell on a weekly basis, are now incor- 
porated in the report, together with the names of the halibut vessels and the dealers buying 
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their fares. During 1938, Alaska halibut landings amounted to nearly 8 million pounds and 
troll-caught salmon landings in southeastern Alaska exceeded 10 million pounds. Including 
the daily receipts and prices of these species in Alaska adds materially to the value of 
the report since this information may have a considerable effect on the market in Seattle at 
certain times. 


During the 12-month period ending December 31, 1938, there were nearly 51,000,000 pounds 
of fishery products landed at Seattle by vessels of the halibut fleet and other local craft. 
These products had a basic value of $3,275,000 to the fishermen. In addition, it is esti- 
mated that approximately 20 million pounds of halibut and salmon were received in Seattle 
by coastwise vessels from Alaska and freighters from British Columbia. 


Of the Seattle fish receipts, 2 species--halibut and salmon--contributed over 72 per= 
cent; halibut led all species with 41 percent of the total receipts. Only 8 other species 
of fish were received regularly by Seattle wholesale dealers during 1938. These, in the 
order of their importance, were: Flounders, 4,048,500 pounds; sablefish, 2,756,400 pounds; 
"lingcod", 2,708,200 pounds; herring, 727,400 pounds; rockfishes, 620,500 pounds; cod (true 
cod), 432,200 pounds; smelts (eulachon and silver), 320,800 pounds; and perch, 121,931 
pounds. There were also approximately 800,000 pounds of albacore tuna received in Seattle, 
nearly all of which was frozen for canning at Anacortes. In addition, small quantities of 
California mackerel, barracuda, bonito, sea bass, and yellowfin and bluefin tuna are also 
received for the Oriental trade. 


Of the shellfish receipts at Seattle, the "Dungeness" crab is the leading item, amount- 
ing to 1,752,900 pounds valued at 79,068 to the fishermen. Most of the crabs, however, 
have no connection with Dungeness, Washington, since they are caught in the ocean off Willa- 
pa and Grays Harbors. The ocean crabs are superior to the famed "Dungeness" crab (now 
nearly depleted) both in size and quality. The former have an average weight of 22 pounds 
per dozen while the Puget Sound crabs average 20 pounds per dozen. Other species of shell- 
fish received in Seattle include Pacific and Olympia oysters, hard shell clams (butter and 
little neck), razor clams, bay scallops, shrimp, octopus, and squid. The Olympia oyster is 
one of the highest priced species of shellfish in this country, selling wholesale in Seattle 
at 38.00 per gallon. Octopus and squid are consumed almost entirely by the Orientals. In 
this connection, it is interesting to note that the Puget Sound production of squid is not 
y enough to take care of the local demand. Considerable quantities of fresh squid are 
-eived from lionterey, Calif., and last fall a carload of frozen squid was shipped from 
Massachusetts to Seattle. The local supply of shrimp is nearly exhausted, and Seattle de=- 
pends largely on Alaska shrimp meat for this seafood. There are occasional shipments of 
California shrimp to Seattle, and an attempt is now under way to market frozen headless 
shrimp from Texas in Seattle. 









90 percent of the Seattle wholesale fish business is conducted by 12 establish- 
Of these, 6 firms handle over 75 percent of the fishery products coming into Seattle. 
two fish exchanges in Seattle, one for halibut fleet landings and the other for 
selling troll-caught salmon of the Fishermen's Cooperative Association. The halibut ex- 
is operated by 10 wholesale firms in Seattle, and is called the “Seattle Fish Ex- 
", Bidding is open only to member dealers, and the minimum bid change is one-eighth 
The hailing fare of a halibut vessel must be posted on the board by 9 a.m, 
re) 11 that day. A dealer must bid on the entire fare. There are no split trips 
ld over the exchange. The salmon exchange, operated by the Fishermen's Cooperative Asso- 
ition, is similar to the halibut exchange. Bidding is graduated in eighths ofacent, and 
open only to members of the Seattle Fish Exchange. Truck deliveries of salmon from the 
Washington coast, as well as deliveries by fishing craft and transporters from Neah Bay, are 
sold over this exchange. Receipts of other fishery products at Seattle are by direct pur- 
chases. In this case a price is usually set at the beginning of the season and is generally 
constant throughout its duration. Most of these prices are for delivery in Seattle, which 
leaves the trucking charges to the fishermen. As a rule the dealers send their fishermen 4 
check once a week when several deliveries are made during the week. 











There are 5 fish freezers and cold-storage plants in Seattle, in addition to one cold- 
storage plant for mild-cured salmon and salted herring. Two of the fish freezers are owned 
by wholesale fishery firms, two are privately owned freezers, and the other two are operated 
by the Port of Seattle. 
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Fishery products arrive at Seattle almost entirely by vessel or truck. An occasional 
1.c.l. rail shipment from Vancouver, B. C., or Astoria, Ore., is exceptional. In the past 
there have been carloads of fish and shellfish to Seattle from the Atlantic Seaboard, but 
these are now rare. At times Seattle receives large quantities of fresh and frozen halibut 
and salmon from Alaska and British Columbia. Arrivals of over 250,000 pounds of fish from 
Alaska in one day are not unusual. white king salmon for kippering and large red kings for 
mild cure from British Columbia have exceeded 3 million pounds annually at Seattle. 


0-0-0 


FISHERIES OF THE UNITED STATES AND ALASKA 


Recent statistics released by the Bureau indicate that the total production of fishery 
products in the United States and Alaska during 1937 amounted to approximately 4,353,000 ,000 
pounds, valued at $101,000,000 to the fishermen. This is a decrease of 10 percent compared 
with the catch for 1936 when a record yield of 4,840,000,000 pounds of fish and shellfish 
were taken. The principal reductions occurred in the Pacific Coast States where smaller 
catches of pilchard were made, and in Alaska where there was a considerable decline in the 
salmon catch. In spite of the decline in quantity, there was an increase of 9 percent in 
value as compared with 1936. 


California, with a catch of 1,352,128,000 pounds, led all other States as a producer of 
fishery products, followed by Massachusetts with a catch of 534,110,000 pounds, and Virginia 
with 242,292,000 pounds. The catchin the territory of Alaska amounted to 834,819,000 pounds. 


Manufactured fishery commodities produced in the United States and Alaska during 1937 
were valued at $185,292,000 as compared with $169,230,000 the previous year. It is estimated 
that the value of fresh and frozen fishery products (excluding frozen packaged fish and 
shellfish) marketed during 1937 amounted to approximately $66,000,000, bringing the total 
marketed value to domestic primary handlers of all fishery products to $251,000,000. 


Direct employment was furnished about 130,000 fishermen during this period. There were 
another 98,000 persons engaged in shore processing plants andon fishery transporting vessels. 


NEW ENGLAND VESSEL LANDINGS DECLINE IN MAY 


Landings of fishery products at the ports of Boston and Gloucester, Mass., and Port= 
land, Maine, by fishing vessels during May amounted to 39,196,000 pounds, valued at $742,000. 
This is a decrease of 8 percent in quantity but an increase of 6 percent in value as com- 
pared with the same month last year. The principal items landed during May were haddock, 
13,539,000 pounds; cod, 9,371,000 pounds; and rosefish, 8,054,000 pounds. Landings at Boston 
accounted for 69 percent of the fish landed at the three ports during May, Gloucester 22 per- 
cent, and Portland 9 percent. 


Although landings at the three ports during May were 1,300,000 pounds greater than those 
for April, fishermen received $84,000 less for their catch. The decline in value resulted 
principally from reduced prices for rosefish, which declined from an average of 1.8 cents 
per pound in April to 1.2 cents in May. Average unit prices for most other species de- 
creased slightly during the month. 


Receipts of mackerel in May were unusually small. Landings at the three ports during 
the month totaled but 1,527,000 pounds as compared with 4,458,000 pounds in the same month 
last year and an average of 3,500,000 pounds during the previous five years. Landings of 
mackerel during May were the smallest for this month since 1929, 


During the five months ending with May landings at the three ports totaled 155,813,000 
pounds-, valued at $3,850,000, as compared with 172,141,000 pounds, valued at $3,861,000 in 
the same period last year. This is a decline of 11 percent in volume and of less than one- 
half percent in value. The only important items taken in greater quantities during the cur- 
rent year were flounders, wolffish, and rosefish. 
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Data on landings at the three ports for the first five months of the year shew that 
unusually large quantities of rosefish were delivered to Gloucester and Portland dealers. 
The total landings of rosefish at the three ports during this period amounted to 26,029,000 
pounds, an increase of 5 percent as compared with last year. Of the total amount, 12,427,000 
pounds were landed at Gloucester, an increase of 46 percent as compared with the same period 
last year, while landings at Portland totaled 1,201,000 pounds, an increase of 212 percent. 
Landings at Boston amounted to 12,400,000 pounds, a decrease of 3,609,000 pounds or 23 per- 
cent. 


NEW ENGLAND FISH EXCHANGE AVERAGE PRICE HIGHER IN MARCH 


The average price paid for fishing vessel fares sold over the New England Fish Exchange 
on the Boston Fish Pier during March 1939 was 19 percent higher than’for the same period a 
year ago and 7 percent over the previous month, according to the monthly summary issued by 
the Boston Fishery Market News office. The average price paid for 26,003,000 pounds of fish 
landed at the Pier during March was $3.16 per hundred pounds. In March a year ago landings 
were almost four million pounds greater but the average price was $0.50 per hundred pounds, 
or = cent per pound, less. 


All important species taken by offshore vessels except flounders, which include black-=- 
backs, dabs, gray sole, lemon sole, and yellowtails, participated in the increase in the 
general average price. Increases in individual average prices per hundredweight were as 
follows: Large cod, $0.66; market cod, $0.55; cusk, $0.60; haddock, $0.43; scrod haddock, 
$0.35; hake, $0.82; halibut, $4.12; pollock, $0.19; rosefish, $0.41; whiting, $1.31; and 
wolffish, $1.30. The average price for flounders declined $0.17. 


FISHERIES OF MAINE 


Alewives.--Alewife catches appeared to have been curtailed this season because of the 
lack of demand for this fish for lobster bait. Sea herring, which are preferred to ale- 
wives by most lobster fishermen for bait, were available at prices ranging from $10 to $12 
per hogshead. 


Smelt.--The Bureau's agent reports that the "down East" 1939 smelt run was exception- 
ally small. As the result of the poor condition of the fish, prices averaged below those of 
previous years despite the light catch. 





Lobsters.--Lobster catches are increasing as the season progresses, according to the 
Maine Sea and Shore Fisheries Department; however, prices have been depressed to less than 
half the amount received by the fishermen during the earlier part of the season, 


FISHERIES OF MASSACHUSETTS 


Labor agreements reached during the month of June afforded improved relations in the 
industry in Boston. 


Mackerel.--Mackerel seiners report that the southern seining season was a failure for 
most of the fleet this year because of a scarcity of fish and low prices. Catches during 
1939 were approximated at one-third those of 1938, 


Rosefish.--Unusually large quantities of rosefish (redfish) were landed at Gloucester 
luring the last half of May, surpassing all previous records for a similar period. It is 
understood that 2,213,000 pounds of rosefish valued at over $20,000 were landed during the 
week ended May 20. In the five days preceding May 26, an additional 2,440,000 pounds of 
these fish were landed at Gloucester. This was an aggregate of 4,653,000 pounds landed at 
this port in 13 days. Prices fluctuated from 0.6 cents to 1.5 cents per pound, with an ap- 
proximate average of 1 cent during this period. Boston landings of rosefish during May and 
the early part of June were below those for the same period in 1938. 
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Swordfish.--The first commercial catch of swordfish for the season was received at the 
Boston pier on June 15. Thirty fish were landed at a reported price of 40-42 cents per 
pound. The swordfish fleet is slightly larger than last year. 


Sea scallops.--As the result of a sharp price decline during the month ending June 15, 
agreements within the fishermen's union have limited vessel deliveries to a maximum of 1,500 
gallons of scallops per trip. 


whiting.--Floating traps off Cape Ann took the first whiting of the season on June 2, 


PTSUERTHS OF RON TST.AR 
FISHERIES OF RHODE ISLAND 





Striped bass.--An increase in the average size of striped bass has been noted this 
season. Practically all individual fish taken have weighed more than one pound. 


Swordfish.--Block Island swordfishermen are anticipating a satisfactory season as bait 
fishes are reported to be numerous in these waters this year. A few small deliveries prior 
to June 10 brought 38 cents per pound dressed weight. 





Lobsters.--Production and prices have been somewhat lower than during the 1938 season; 






however, indications are that the industry will probably reach normal proportions in most 
areas with the advent of more suitable fishing conditions. Prices remained steady at about 
20 cents per pound during the latter part of May. At Block Island 35 craft are engaged 
in lobstering. It is expected that the fleet will increase in August. 

Hard clams.--The 1939 hard clam catch appears to be of slightly better quality than in 


Cc 
the preceding year. The present take is consisting principally of uniform, medium-sized 
clams. Prices are steady. 


Soft clams.--Clams from the beds in the proximity of Block Island and Little Narragan- 
sett Bay are reported to be satisfactorily abundant and of good quality. However, the mar- 
ket for these clams has been poor and has discouraged normal fishing activity for this spe- 
cies. 


Liiscellaneous.--liackerel were abundant off Block Island during the middle of June, but 
landings are expected to decrease as vessels enter the swordfish fishery. Pound-net catches 
of practically all commercially important species except squid were small during May and 
early June. 


FISHERIES OF CONNECTICUT 


Flatfish.--Inclement weather and the failure of flatfish to enter inshore waters as 
early as usual during the past spring resultedina smaller catch of these fish than in 1938. 
Prices are reported to have averaged as low as 15 cents per pound for dabs. 


Lobsters.--Production this season is understood to be about 10 percent lower than in 
1938. 


Oysters.--The Bureau's agent reports that the seed oyster yield will be small during 
the current year. In each of the last three years there has been a very light set on the 
public grounds, apparently due to the large quantity of fresh water in the Sound. In spite 
of the decrease in supply of seed oysters, fishermen have been quoted prices as low as 65 
cents per bushel, 


FISHERIES OF VIRGINIA 
Alewives.--The catch of alewives during the past season was somewhat less than in 1938. 


Early prospects were for a very light catch, but the run, though never large, continued 
later than usual and reasonably large packs were made, 
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Shad.--Shad have been more plentiful during the past spring than for several,years. 
During the peak of the run prices dropped to as low as 2 cents per pound for bucks and 4 cents 
for roes. 


Swellfish.--Until recently this fish was seldam taken commercially; however, at present 
considerable quantities are being handled by Virginia dealers. The fish are headed and 
skinned, and shipped to inland markets. 


Weakfish (gray trout).--Catches of weakfish have been small; however, a large percent- 
age of the catch has been large enough to grade “medium" and has thus brought relatively 
good prices. 





2s Of soft-shell and peeler crabs have been unusually abundant. Dealers 


Crabs.--Supplie 
to have received as low as 15 cents per dozen for soft crabs. 


are understood 





i} 


Pound-net fishermen reported taking up to 15 pounds a day. 


pe--Considerable numbers of shrimp were found in Chesapeake Bay during the spring. 


FISHERIES OF FLORIDA 


reveal that catches during the 
ave placed the catch at about 50 
negligible. Inclement weather 
apparently descend to deep 
to set the purse seine with any 








Shrimp.--During the past spring shrimp were plentiful in both Alabama and hississippi 


but prices were low. It is understood that the large cold-storage stocks of shrimp have 
tended to reduce the prices quoted for catches of this species. 


CHICAGO FISH RECEIPTS INCREASE IN MAY 


Receipts of fishery products at the Chicago Wholesale Fish Market during May increased 
52 percent over April. During May a total of 4,642,000 pounds of fishery commodities was 
received. The principal sources of these shipments were liichigan, Louisiana, and Ohio. The 
bulk of the receipts from liichigan was lake trout while the Louisiana and Ohio shipments 
were composed largely of shrimp and blue pike, respectively. 

Forty-three percent of these sea foods were transported to Chicago by express; 32 per- 
cent by truck; and 25 percent by rail freight. 


Statistics collected by the Bureau's Market News Service show that the Chicago Market, 
at the end of May, had received 18,651,000 pounds of fishery products since January 1, 1939. 


PACIFIC COAST HALIBUT LANDINGS INCREASE 


Halibut landings at Seattle, Wash., and at ports in British Columbia and Alaska by 
vessels in the halibut fleet totaled 8,844,000 pounds during May. This is an increase of 
nearly 400,000 pounds as compared with the same month last year. Landings at Seattle ac- 
counted for 3,291,000 pounds or 37 percent of the total; those at Prince Rupert, 3,169,000 
pounds or 36 percent; Alaskan ports, 1,536,000 pounds or 17 percent; Vancouver, 672,000 
pounds or 8 percent; and landings on Vancouver Island, 175,000 pounds or 2 percent. United 
States vessels landed 70 percent of the halibut taken and Canadian vessels, 30 percent. 
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During the first two months of the current season Pacific Coast halibut fishermen landed 
15 ,500 ,000 pounds of halibut, or 32 percent of the 1939 quota established by the Interna- 
tional Fisheries Commission. Landings during April and May of this year were nearly 500,000 
pounds less than during the same period last year. 


Fishermen received an average of 7.34 cents per pound for the halibut landed at Seattle 
in May as compared with an average of 7.19 cents during the same month last year. 


UNITED STATES HALIBUT DELIVERIES INCREASE AT PRINCE RUPERT 


During the current halibut season there has been a decided trend by fishermen of the 
United States fleet to make more deliveries to Prince Rupert, British Columbia, than during 
the past few years. Since Prince Rupert is over 500 miles closer to the halibut banks than 
Seattle and their prices have been consistently steady this year, many of the Seattle ves- 
sels have delivered to the Canadian port rather than to Seattle. 


During April and May of the current season United States vessels delivered 2,742,091 
pounds of halibut to Prince Rupert as compared with 2,115,587 pounds during the same period 
a@ year ago, or an increase of 30 percent. It appears that a high percentage of the Prince 
Rupert halibut receipts is shipped east by express in the fresh condition. During May and 
June express shipments of fresh halibut east from Prince Rupert ranged between 12 and 18 
cars per week, On May 15, 1939, there were 9 cars of fresh halibut shipped out of Prince 
Rupert, with 7 more on the two following days, a total of 16 cars in 3 days. This volume 
of halibut greatly exceeds Seattle shipments within the past few years. 


PACIFIC HALIBUT SEASON IN AREAS I AND II TO CLOSE JULY 29 


According to an announcement released on July 11 by the International Fisheries Com- 
mission, the closing date of halibut fishing in Areas I and II has been set at midnight 
July 29, except as provided for in regulations effective March 17, 1939, Under these regu- 
lations a certain proportion of halibut may be taken, retained, and sold under specified 
conditions after July 29 if captured with set lines incidental to fisheries for other spe- 

ies not including salmon or tuna. July 29 was the closing date in these same areas in the 
1938 season. 


TROLL=CAUGHT SALON LANDINGS IMPORTANT AT SITKA, ALASKA 


uring May 1939 the receipts of troll-caught salmon at Sitka, Alaska, exceeded a half 
million pounds and were over 5 times the volume of the Seattle troll salmon landings of 
103,000 pounds. During the first half of June 1939 the landings of troll-caught salmon at 
Sitka amounted to 828,692 pounds as compared with Seattle salmon landings of 216,526 pounds, 
During this period there was a total of 1,572,644 pounds of troll-caught salmon reported 
landed in southeastern Alaska ports, or approximately 7 times the quantity landed in Seattle 
exclusive of Canadian imports. 


Seattle landings of troll-caught salmon continued to be very light through June with 

rices below those of a year ago. During May 1939 the landings of salmon at Seattle de- 

creased 57 percent for chinook or king salmon and the silver salmon landings were less than 
15 percent of those for the same month a year ago. 


ALASKA SALMON PACK UNDER LAST SEASON 


Up to and including July 8, the Alaska salmon pack for the 1939 season totaled 805,695 
standard cases as compared with 1,052,741 cases on July 9 a year ago. All species were 
packed in lesser quantities, the decrease in the total pack amounting to 23 percent. The 
total pack comprised 22,530 cases of king salmon, 663,267 cases of red salmon, 41,341 cases 
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of pink salmon, 77,915 cases of chum salmon, and 642 cases of coho salmon. Cannéries in 
Western Alaska, packing largely red salmon, put up 84 percent of the season's pack. 


NORTHWEST PILCHARD SEASON OPENS JULY 6 


With a price agreement of $11 per ton, the pilchard fishery off the Oregon and Wash- 
ington coasts was started on July 6. Deliveries until July 10 were very light, with the 
total landings at Warrenton, Oreg., from a fleet of about 30 vessels approximating 100 tons. 
During the current season there will be 4 shore plants and 1 floating reduction ship in 
operation at the mouth of the Columbia River. 


FROZEN FISH TRADE 


Domestic Cold-storage Holdings of Fishery Products Increase 


Cold-storage holdings of frozen fishery products totaled 46,457,000 pounds on June 15, 
an increase of 11,162,000 pounds as compared with the same date the previous month, but 
8,582,000 pounds less than the stocks held on June 15, last year. Holdings increased during 
the monthin all sections except the area comprising the States of Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas, 


Items showing marked increases in holdings on June 15 as compared with the same date 
the previous month were: Croakers, 1,326,000 pounds, an increase of 803,000 pounds; haddock 
fillets, 2,712,000 pounds, an increase of 627,000 pounds; mackerel, 1,550,000 pounds, an in- 
crease of 555,000 pounds; rosefish fillets, 2,074,000 pounds, an increase of 1,641,000 pounds; 
shrimp, 4,379,000 pounds, an increase of 950,000 pounds; and squid, 2,859,000 pounds, an 
increase of 2,201,000 pounds. 


Holdings of frozen fishin the New England States on June 15 were unusually low, amount= 
ing to but 9,818,000 pounds as compared with 20,783,000 pounds on the same date last year. 
The holdings of all principal items, except squid, were less than on the same date in 1938. 


Holdings of frozen fish (exclusive of shellfish) on June 15, 1939, totaled 37,686 ,000 
pounds, a decrease of 11,647,000 pounds as compared with the holdings on the same date last 
year. Reduced holdings of cod, haddock, pollock,and rosefish fillets; halibut; sea her- 
ring; mackerel; salmon; and whiting accounted for the major portion of the decline. In- 
portant items held in greater quantities than a year ago were: Cisco, blue and sauger pike, 
yellow pike, scup, shad, smelt, sturgeon, and whitefish. 


Stocks of frozen shellfish totaled 8,771,000 pounds on June 15, an increase of 3,065,000 
pounds as compared with the same date last year. Increased holdings of shrimp and squid 
account for the major portion of the rise in shellfish holdings, 


A total of 21,342,000 pounds of fishery products was frozen during the month ending 
June 15, 1939. This is an increase of 6,102,000 pounds as compared with the amount frozen 
during the previous month and was 1,965,000 pounds greater than the amount frozen during the 
month ending June 15, 1938. The principal items frozen during the month were: Halibut, 
3,181,000 pounds; rosefish fillets, 2,834,000 pounds; squid, 2,280,000 pounds; haddock fil- 
lets, 2,010,000 pounds; and shrimp, 1,581,000 pounds. During the month ended June 15, 1959, 
there were marked increases inthe freezing of croakers, halibut, mackerel, rosefish fillets, 
whiting, shrimp, and squid, as compared with the previous month. 


Boston Cold-storage Holdings Under 1938 


Frozen fish in storage at Boston at the end of June amounted to only 45 percent of the 
holdings a year ago. On June 28, 31 classifications of frozen sea foods totaled 7,142,000 
pounds, while a year ago they amounted to 15,833,000 pounds. However, for the 4-week period 
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ending June 28 a strong upward trend was noted, total holdings increasing 25 percent. The 
gain was largely attributable to increased quantities of cod and rosefish fillets, squid, 
and scallops. While in general the trend of holdings was upward, there were particularly 
heavy withdrawals of pollock fillets during the month. The holdings of this species on 
June 28 amounted to 154,000 pounds, 61 percent under 4 weeks previous and 81 percent less 
than a year ago. 


New York Fish Holdings Gain in June 


Frozen fishery products in cold-storage warehouses at New York City increased 12 per- 
cent in poundage from the last Thursday in May to the last Thursday in June. On the latter 
date 61 classifications of sea foods were stored totaling 6,162,000 pounds, a decrease of 
17 percent compared with the holdings of a year ago. Items which showed important gains 
luring the month were squid, butterfish, mackerel, and scallops. Species decreasing con- 
siderably were swordfish (from Japan), shrimp, ciscoes, and sturgeon. The largest indi- 
vidual item stored on June 29 was squid with 651,000 pounds, an increase of 138 percent 
luring the month and 79 percent over last year. Less than 2,000 pounds of halibut were 
stored on June 29 whereas a year ago 293,000 pounds were held. The holdings of mackerel 
were also well below those of a year ago, the 197,000 pounds of this species in storage 
representing a decline of 85 percent. 


Chicago Cold-storage Holdings Show Little Change in June 


Frozen fishery holdings at Chicago showed little change from the last Thursday in May 
to the last Thursday in June, increasing 7 percent during this period. Species showing in=~ 
portant gains were shrimp, rosefish fillets, halibut, and spiny lobster tails. The total 
holdings on June 29 amounted to 5,061,000 pounds, 47 percent of which consisted of blue pike 


and sauger, shrimp, and whitefish. The largest classified item was blue pike and sauger, 
1,315,000 pounds being stored, a decrease of 2 percent for the month. Sizeable decreases 
were also noted in the holdings of chum salmon, whitefish, and yellow perch. 


Canadian Holdings of Frozen Fish Increase 


Canadian holdings of fresh frozen fish on June 1, 1939, totaled 17,353,000 pounds, ac- 
cording to data released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This is an increase of 
2,746,000 pounds as compared with the holdings on the same date last year. The principal 
items held on June 1 of this year were sea herring, 2,410,000 pounds; halibut, 2,378,000 
pounds; whitefish, 1,970,000 pounds; cod fillets, 1,487,000 pounds; tullibees, 1,230,000 
pounds; salmon, 848,000 pounds; and haddock fillets, 833,000 pounds. 


Holdings of frozen smoked fishin Canadian freezers on June 1, 1939, amounted to 2,114,000 
pounds. The principal items held were cod fillets, 1,147,000 pounds; finnan haddie, 371,000 
pounds; sea herring kippers, 175,000 pounds; and haddock fillets, 129,000 pounds. 


In addition to the frozen and smoked fish listed above, Canadian freezers held 1,197,000 
pounds of foreign caught or imported fishonJune 1, 1939. It is believed that this consisted 
largely of halibut landed in British Columbia by United States fishermen. 


During May of this year Canadian freezers froze 3,903,000 pounds of fresh fish and 
shellfish. Included in this amount was a considerable quantity of halibut caught by United 
States fishermen and landed in British Columbia. The total quantity of Canadian and United 
States caught halibut frozen by Canadian freezers during Nay amounted to 2,039,000 pounds, 
or 52 percent of the fresh frozen fish produced during the month. Other important items 
frozen during May were sea herring, 744,000 pounds; cod fillets, 386,000 pounds; mackerel, 
295,000 pounds; and haddock fillets, 144,000 pounds, 


Freezing of smoked fish by Canadian freezers during May totaled 403,000 pounds. Two 
items accounted for nearly the entire production--cod fillets, 379,000 pounds; and finnan 
haddie, 23,000 pounds. 
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CANNED FISH TRADE 


Pack of Canned Shrimp 


For the year ending June 30, 1,086,000 standard cases of shrimp were packed by the 40 
canneries in the South Atlantic and Gulf States which operated under the Seafood Inspection 
Service of the Food and Drug Administration. Over 60 million pounds of raw shrimp were 
utilized in the season's pack. The average cannery operated 71 days during the year and 
required 55.5 pounds of raw shrimp for each standard case packed. 


California Tuna Pack Exceeds a Million Cases 


The tuna pack for the period from January 1 to May 31, 1939, totaled 1,060,000 cases of 
48 one-half pound cans, as reported in the preliminary report of the Division of Fish and 
Game of the State of California. This was an increase of 67 percent over the pack for the 
same period last year. Seventy-two percent of all the varieties packed consisted of the 
yellowfin tuna. The other varieties in order of volume canned were as follows: Striped 
tuna; bluefin; tuna, tonno style; albacore; bonito; tuna flakes; and yellowtail. Fifty-one 
percent of the total pack was canned in the San Pedro district. 


Mackerel Pack in California Under Preceding Year 


The preliminary release of the State of California's Division of Fish and Game indi- 
cates a pack of canned mackerel amounting to 146,000 cases of 48 one-pound cans for the 
first five months of 1939. As compared with the pack for the same five months of 1938, 
this figure represents a decrease of 28 percent. Almost the entire pack was produced in 
the San Pedro district. 


FOREIGN TRADE IN FISHERY PRODUCTS INCREASES 


nports ot edible fishery products into the United States during May totaled 26,479,000 
pounds, an increase of 41 percent as compared with the same month last year. The principal 
items imported during May of this year were salted groundfish, 5,228,000 pounds; fresh and 
frozen lobsters, 3,059,000 pounds; salted herring, 2,960,000 pounds; fresh and frozen fresh- 
water fish, 2,299,000 pounds; and canned sardines, 2,201,000 pounds. Imports of salted 
groundfish and fresh and frozen lobsters were the largest for any month during the current 
year, 


During the first five months of 1939 imports of edible fishery products amounted to 
143 ,828,000 pounds as compared with 119,210,000 pounds during the same period last year. 
Important items showing marked increases during the current year were salted groundfish, 
21,626,000 pounds, an increase of 35 percent; salted herring, 17,745,000 pounds, an increase 
of 32 percent; and canned sardines, 10,881,000 pounds, an increase of 52 percent. Impor- 
tant products received in this country in smaller quantities than during the first five 
months of 1938 were fresh and frozen fresh-water fish, 23,467,000 pounds, a decrease of 
1 percent; and fresh and frozen lobsters, 6,670,000 pounds, a decrease of 6 percent. 


Exports of edible fishery products during May totaled 6,078,000 pounds, an increase of 
36 percent as compared with the same month last year. Shipments of canned salmon and sar- 
dines, the principal edible fishery products exported, were the smallest for any month dur- 
ing the current year. Exports of canned salmon during May amounted to 1,987,000 pounds, a 
decrease of 46 percent as compared with the previous month, and of 9 percent as compared 
with May 1938. Shipments of canned sardines to foreign countries in May totaled 2,767,000 
pounds, a decrease of 3 percent as compared with April of this year, but an increase of 
132 percent as compared with May 1938. 


Exports of edible fishery products during the first five months of this year totaled 
53,436 ,000 pounds, an increase of 29 percent as compared with the same period in 1938, Ex- 
ports of canned sardines during the first five months of this year amounted to 21,765,000 
pounds, an increase of 29 percent as compared with the same period last year, while those of 
canned salmon totaled 18,972,000 pounds, an increase of 46 percent, 
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FISHERY TRADE INDICATORS 
(Expressed in Thousands of Pounds) 





Item Month Latest month Same month Previous month 
@ year ago 





FRESH FISH LANDINGS 


Boston, MASS. ccccsccccccccccccescccccesccsees MAY sevceses 26 ,882 31,141 32 ,029 
Gloucester, MASS. ccccccsecccececcesesescceses do socccece 8 ,622 8 ,632 4,924 
Portland, Mes coccccccccccccccecescccseseseess dO = sew eeses 3,663 2,502 928 
Boston, Gloucester, and Portland: 
COd sc cccccccccsccsescecsscceeesesesesecesess dO ewe wee 9,342 11 ,766 13 ,367 
HAddOCK secccccsccsccccccsscesesccsesseseees GO eweeeeee §=615,559 10 ,392 14,592 











Pollock. coccocccscccccccccccccccccecccccece GO ccesecce 2,088 1,912 1,999 
ROSCTISNe cccccccccsceccvoseceseseessceseese do eeccccce 8 ,054 9,244 4,142 
Pacific Coast: 
Halibut, North Pacific portsS.cocccccesccccs do eecccees 8 ,844 8 ,447 6,713 
Halibut, Seattlececcccccccecscccccscccessese io eeccceces 3,291 2 ,938 2 ,638 
FISH RECEIPTS, CHICAGO 1/ 
Salt-water fich.cccccccccccccscccccccccccceces 10 cece cece 1,065 (2) 721 
Fresh-water fishseccccccccccccccccccceseececes GOs cwccccce 2,526 (2) 2,333 
Shellfish, etc. ceccccccccsscccccccsccesecesess io coccccce 1,051 (2) 457 
By truckececccccccccescccccccccccccccccccceses 10 ee ccccce 1,474 (2) 1,504 
BY OXPPOBScccccccccccccceccccccccceoecevceoees io oeeedees ,008 (2) 1,214 
By freight.cccccoccocces estenedéecceessc io cecceeece 1 ,159 (2) 792 
COLD-STORAGE HOLDINGS 3/ 
New York, N. Y.: 
Salt—water Tischecccesesscccccccessssessesee JUNE ceccccce 2,834 4,555 2,622 
Fresh-water fisheecsccccessevccccccecseseces do eoccsese 1,497 1,060 1,554 
Shellfish, ete coccccsesescesescsccseseses dO = se ccccee 1,831 1,82 1,340 
Boston, Mass.: 
Salt—water Tichescccecscccesesesesesesescese do cecccees 5,552 14 ,642 4,825 
Fresh-water Tishsecccccccsccccscccsccsssecess do ecccccee 19 11 17 
Shellfish, etc. cccccccccccccecccccccccccee > | wentvese 1,571 1,181 875 
Chicago, Ill.: 
Salt-water fishesecccccccccccccccccccccsccese GO ececccce (2) 1,097 
FProgh-water fighcccccccccccccceccccccccccce 80 ewevccee (2) 2» 736 
Shellfish, etc. ceocccccccccccccccccceccccce GO = seeceses (2) 599 
Unclassifiledscccccccccesesccecsscccesessses do eecccces 287 (2) 283 
United States: 
Haddock filletsS.cccccccccccccccesccceseesess io coccccce 2,712 5 ,429 2 ,086 
Halibutccccccccccccecccsesccssceseseesseses do eccecece 5,961 6 ,817 2,897 
Mackerel eccccccccccccccccseseceecesesecsees do eeeccece 1,550 4,217 995 
Pollock LilletScccccccccsescsssccessssssees do eeeccces 614 1,919 648 
Rosefish filletscccccccccccsesccccceceseses do eecceece 2,074 2,705 Me Me 
SalmoNccoccccccccccccccssesscccseeseesesese io eecccece 1,690 2,242 2,013 
Whitefisheccccccccccesccccccccccsessseceses do eecccces 1,445 1,255 1,525 
Whitingeccccccccccccccccccccccccccccsccocce S - eeeeccee 1,488 2,451 1,679 
Gir 8s 500000d00ssetccesesscsboceeceséccocs de “idiniwie 4,379 (2) 3,429 
New England, all species.ccccccccccceccccececs Me sashetine 9,818 20 ,783 6 ,008 
Middle Atlantic, all species.ccccccccccceccecs do eeccccce 9,922 10 ,451 7,989 
South Atlantic, all specieScccccccccccsccccees do eocccece 3,575 4,228 2,501 
North Central East, all species.scccscccccccece do eocecces 9,313 5,925 7,914 
North Central West, all specleSscccccccccccses do eevcceee 1,825 2,555 2,042 
South Central, all specieS.sccccccccccccccesecs do eecccece 1,359 920 1,013 
Pacific, All specieSscccccecesececccccesccsees do evececce 10 ,645 10 ,058 7 ,694 


FOREIGN FISHERY TRADE 4/ 


Exports: 
All edible fishery commoditieS.ccccccscccee May coccccce 6 ,078 4,471 8,990 
Caieell CAMs <a ccdcsedaciccsecisscdeddoeve GS ideencss 1,987 2,182 3,655 
Canned SATOINESsccccccccccocceseseseseseess do eeccsece 2,767 1,192 2,866 
Imports: 


All edible fishery commoditieScccccccccsses GO cescccses 26,479 18 ,840 22,171 
Fresh-water fish and eels, fresh or frozen. do eeeceees 2,299 2 ,537 2 243 


Camned tuNBsccccccccccccceceseseccsseccesess do eecccece 1,204 998 716 
Camned Sardines. cccccccccsececscccceceseses do erccceees 2,201 1 ,336 2,042 


Cod, haddock, hake, etc., pickled or salted. do eeccceee 5 ,228 2,374 3,486 
Herring, pickled or Saltedecccccccecscesces do eeccccce 2,960 615 1,478 


Crab meat, sauce, and pastesscesccccecceces do eeescoes 711 609 600 
Lobsters, NOt Cannedecccoccsccccccccessesese dO evececes 3,059 2 ,856 803 
Lobsters, CANNCdsssccsecsccccesccesescesess do eccccece 61 94 34 








i/ Consists of direct receipts of dealers, brokers, and smokers. 

2/ Data not available. 

3/ Data for individual cities are as of the last Thursday of the month, except those at Boston which are for the 
last Wednesday of the month, and those for geographical areas and the total of the United States which are as 
of the 15th of the month. 

4/ From data compiled by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 


Note.-Data for the latest month are subject to revision. 
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TRADE IN FRESH AND FROZEN 
FISHERY PRODUCTS AND RELATED 
MARKETING CONSIDERATIONS IN THE 
SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA 


Investigational Report No. 39 


Information relating to San Francisco's supply of 
fishery commodities, marketing channels, the nature of 
the consuming market, trade practices, and problems of 
the fishery industry are incorporated in Fisheries In- 
vestigational Report No. 39, entitled "Trade in Fresh and 
Frozen Fishery Products and Related Marketing Considera— 
tions in the San Francisco Bay Area", by Barton DeLoach,. 
Included among the salient points brought out in the re- 
port are the following: 


1. The annual per capita consumption of fishery 
commodities in the San Francisco Bay area is about 25 
pounds or nearly twice the average per capita consump- 
tion for all of the United States. 


2e The species of major importance in San Fran- 
cisco's retail trade on an annual basis are flounders, 
halibut, salmon, and crabs. 


3. The species of moderate importance in the retail 
trade of San Francisco include barracuda, catfish, hake, 
herring, horse mackerel, "“lingcod", mackerel, pilchard, 
rockfishes, sablefish, sea bass, shad, abalone, clams, 
oysters, shrimp, and spiny lobsters. 


The complete report, which discusses the many phases 
of the marketing of fishery commodities in the San Fran- 
cisco Bay area, may be obtained from the Superintendent 
of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D. Ce, for 10 cents. If purchased in quantity lots of 
100 or more, a discount of 25 percent is allowed. 














